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Who moved to Hispaniola beginning in 1511?
Why did they come?
What were the positive and negative effects?

WEEK 4-5 Text

When did some Europeans come to West Africa?
2

The Portuguese were expert ship builders
and sailors. They sailed to West Africa in
1415 and saw many natural resources like
gold, diamonds, and Ivory. Many people
in Europe wanted these valuable resources.

Main Idea:

gold

ivory
diamonds

What other resources did people want?
3

Humans are also a valuable resource.
In history, people traded gold, salt,
diamonds, and people as slaves. Many
groups of people in history enslaved others.
Enslave means to force someone to be a
slave.

Slaves are not free, so no one

chooses to be a slave.

Main Idea:

Why do people enslave others?
4

People take and own slaves for different
reasons. One reason is for labor, or work.
First, Columbus enslaved the Taino to find
gold. But there was little gold on the island
and most of the Taino were dead.
Main Idea:

So Columbus decided to grow sugar as a
crop to sell. He brought sugar cane from
Europe, and the tropical climate was perfect
for this crop. But The Spanish needed labor
to grow sugar. The Taino were gone, so his

sugar cane

plan was to use African slaves.
Main Idea:

Why did some Europeans enslave people from Africa?
5

Spanish, and some other European
colonizers, went to Africa to find workers for
plantations in the Americas. Plantations are
very big farms where people grow crops to
sell.
Main Idea:

If slaves worked for free on plantations,
then colonizers made profits. Profit is the
money you make when you sell something. If
you do not pay people who work for you, then

Slaves on a sugar plantation

you make higher profits. Colonizers
enslaved people on plantations for profit.
Main Idea:

Why did people leave their land?
6

People did not choose to leave their
land and their families as slaves. They came

gun

by force, as traders kidnapped people from
their villages and families using guns and
chains. European cultures were not stronger
or better. However, guns and chains gave
them power to control and enslave others.

Main Idea:

chains

How did people travel from Africa to the Americas?
7

The forced journey from West Africa to
the Americas was called the Trans Atlantic
Slave Trade. Colonizers forced slaves onto
ships, in chains, across the Atlantic Ocean.
Main Idea:

The ships were inhumane, and the
journey was long. Disease killed many
people. Others jumped into the ocean to
kill themselves. Many people did not
survive. Only the strongest slaves
survived this terrible journey.
Main Idea:

Most slaves went to
the Americas.

Where did they arrive?

1. What countries
did they go to?
_______________
_______________
_______________

8

EUROPE

NORTH
AMERICA

AFRICA

Pacific Ocean
SOUTH
AMERICA

Atlantic Ocean

2. Circle the island
of Hispaniola on the
map.
3. Who were the 5
colonizers who
traded slaves in the
Americas?
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

Who were the people who came in the ships?
9

Africa is not a country or a language.

I am
Hausa.

It is a big continent with many different
ethnic groups. Slaves were called

I am
Fulani.

‘Africans’ when they arrived in the Americas,

I am
Mandinka.

but they did not say, “I am African.” They
said, “I am Mandinka” or “I am Fulani” or “I
am Hausa.” People on the terrible ships
spoke many different languages and brought
many different cultures, music and
traditions with them.
Main Idea:

How many people did colonizers enslave?
10

Millions of people were taken as
slaves. Only some Europeans enslaved
Portugal

others, including the Spanish, English,
28,000

Britain

2,500,000
4,000,000

France

500,000

Netherlands
1,600,000

Denmark
2,500,000

French, Portuguese and Dutch colonizers.
Historians say that Europeans stole more
than 12,000,000 slaves from Africa
during this terrible time in history.

Spain
Main Idea:

What happened to slaves on Hispaniola?
11

Most slaves on Hispaniola worked on

The master is the
person who
owns slaves.

sugar plantations. The work was
inhumane, difficult and dangerous. Slaves
worked everyday, all day, often with
beatings from masters or overseers. Slaves
made no money from their work on
plantations. But the Spanish colonizers
made high profits from selling sugar in
Europe.
Main Idea:

sugar plantation

Did people go to Haiti as slaves?
12

Haiti was a
French colony.

Dominican
Republic was a
Spanish colony.

The Spanish colonized Hispaniola first,
but the French arrived on the island in the
1600s. The French colonized the western
part of the island, and today this is Haiti.
The French had many sugar plantations,
so they needed many slaves for labor.
The French, like the Spanish, made profits
from selling sugar.
Main Idea:

Did slaves fight back?
13

For almost 400 years of the Trans Atlantic
Slave Trade, people resisted. Slaves killed
themselves, killed masters, stopped working,
and organized rebellions. Others escaped into
the mountains and survived. From the
beginning of the slave trade, slaves fought to
be free. They used the resources of their

slave rebellion

cultures, languages, and religions to fight
back.
Main Idea:

Who were slave heroes?
14

My ancestors
are from Africa.
They were
heroes and
survivors!

Every person who was kidnapped,
enslaved, and forced on a terrible ship to
the Americas was a hero. No one chose this
life of chains and labor with no freedom.
But millions of people survived, and their
cultures and traditions survived. People in
the Americas with African ancestors can say,
“My ancestors were heroes and survivors.”
Main Idea:

What did people bring from Africa?
15

Enslaved people did not bring suitcases
from Africa, but they brought many resources
to survive. They brought culture, language,
religion, stories, knowledge, music and
traditions. Slave owners tried to take all of
these from Africans, but this was not possible.
People fought to keep their culture.

Main Idea:

How did the slave trade affect Africa?
16

The people who traded slaves took

Elmina,
Ghana

millions of people from their communities
and families. The African population
decreased because millions of people were
kidnapped. 400 years of slavery had
terrible effects for Africa, it’s people and
economies.

Kibera,
Nairobi,
Kenya

Main Idea:

How did the slave trade affect Europe?
17

In contrast, the slave trade had many
positive effects for European colonizers.
Profits from sugar and other resources
went to England, France, Spain, Portugal
and the Netherlands.
Slaves worked for free, so colonizers
became rich. The United States also
became rich from the work of slaves.
Slave labor made the economies of Europe
and the US very strong.
Main Idea:

How did slavery affect Hispaniola?
18

Problems in many countries today are
connected to colonization and slavery from a
long time ago. In the Dominican Republic
and Haiti today, many people with African
ancestors struggle with racism, inequality
and poverty. This is also true in many other
countries in the Americas, including the United
States. The treatment of blacks today in the
Americas is connected to colonization and
slavery in history.
Main Idea:

What other ways did colonization and slavery affect the Americas?
19

Most people in the Americas have different
ancestors or ‘roots’ from different parts of the
world. If you look at people today in the US,
the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Honduras, Brazil
and other countries you can see African,
European, indigenous, and other roots. If you
look at the at food, music and culture in the
Americas, you can also see, hear and taste
different ‘roots.’ It is important for people to
know their roots.

Main Idea:

What did people from the Americas, Europe, Africa
and Asia exchange during colonization and slavery?
20

When people move, they bring things and
ideas with them. These include foods, animals,
diseases, guns, languages, religion, stories,
music, and culture. This exchange of goods,
culture and ideas when people move is called
cultural diffusion.

Main Idea:

The Columbian Exchange
21

Inset Map of Columbian Exchange

What do you see and hear in your country today that traveled through the
Columbian Exchange?

Why is it important to understand history?
22

History helps to explain the people,
music, food, language, and culture we see
today. If you understand who lived in a
place long ago, who arrived, why they came,
and what happened, then you better
understand the world today. It is important
for people to know their roots, their
ancestors and where they came from.
Knowledge is power!
Main Idea:
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