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Lesson Plans 

 

Unit 3 Social Studies 

Sample Lesson Plans1 
Week 3, Lessons 11-152 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                
1 Lesson Plan template was adapted from Echevarria, Vogt, & Short (2013).  Making Content Comprehensible for English 

Learners:  The SIOP Model. 

 
2 Week 3 lessons will be revised in future drafts to match the updated Weekly Lesson Outline for Unit 3.  
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WEEK: 3                   LESSON #: 11                  FOCUS:  Preparing Group Presentations 
 

 

 UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTION (EQ):   

Why do people move?  What are the positive and negative effects?  

 WEEKLY FOCUS QUESTION (FQ):   

Why did Columbus move?  What were the positive and negative effects?  

DAILY OBJECTIVES:   

 

 Content: Review Columbus’s motives 

and the effects of his arrival on 

Hispaniola. 

 

 Language: Make a claim; scan texts 

to find evidence that supports your 

claim.  

 

VOCABULARY:  
 

No new words will be taught today. Students will review 

last week’s vocabulary and apply it to their presentations.  

 

 

MATERIALS:  

 

1. 11X17 paper (2 sheets per table) and markers 

 

2.  Chart paper (1) for each group; (2) for students who are illustrating their evidence 

Students will draw and fill out their graphic organizer for their claim, evidence, and 

conclusion on this chart (explained in lesson). 

 

3.  Chart paper (2) for class semantic maps:  Motives (chart 1), Effects (chart 2) 

 

4.  Student text on Columbus (See student materials) from last week’s reading 

 

1. WARM UP 
 Motivate, review 

yesterday’s learning, 

and prepare for 

today’s learning.              

 
10 minutes             individual/partners/group     
 REVIEW: VOCAB. or PRACTICE LANGUAGE                  NEW:  BUILD BACKGROUND 

 

Partner Semantic Map:  Each set of partners at a table gets a marker 

and one sheet of paper (11X17). One pair writes ‘Motives’ in the 

center and the other pair writes ‘Effects’ in the center. Partners have 

five minutes to write as many words or phrases as they can (in English 

or home language) related to the theme for Columbus.  After five 

minutes, groups swap papers, read what their peers wrote, and add 

any additional information.  

2. CONNECT 
 Show, read, and 

explain today’s 

objectives and link 

past to present 

learning. 

 

 Explain or have 

student’s predict how 

today’s lesson 

supports the EQ or FQ. 

1 minute               whole class   

 

Review the focus questions for Weeks 2 and 3. Explain that last week 

students studied images, film, and text about Columbus’s journey to 

Hispaniola. Today, students will prepare a group presentation in 

response to the focus questions. Tomorrow they will present. Read 

and explain the objectives for today.   
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3.  PRESENT and MODEL 

 Present new content 

and language 

frames.  

 
 Demonstrate how to 

perform the task for 

step 4. 
 

 Focus on modeling 

disciplinary thinking. 

 

10 minutes                whole class 

 

Present:  Say “Before you decide your claim in groups, let’s hear the 

words and phrases you wrote for ‘motives’ and ‘effects.” 

 

Create a semantic map for each theme and elicit student ideas 

from the warm up.  If students report ideas in their home language, 

ask others if they can express it in English.  Refer students to the word 

wall and their notebooks for scaffolding.  

 

Continue with “Because Columbus’s motives seem clear and 

because the effects are debated, your claim and evidence work will 

focus on effects.’ Be sure to elicit definition of debated and provide if 

students do not know. 

 

Introduce and Name Task:  Say, “Today you are working with claim 

and evidence as you have done before in all of your classes. As we 

know, there are many different opinions about the effects of 

Columbus’s voyage. The most important thing is that your claim must 

be backed up by evidence.” 

 

Model  

 

 I DO: Review steps to carry out the task. (It has been modeled 

and practiced in several other classes.) 

 

 WE DO:  Ask students to list what needs to happen in their 

groups today. Elicit steps from students and make a list of 

steps. 

 

1.  Create graphic organizer:  Students need to able to draw 

this in two minutes by Unit 3.  

 

2.  Claim:  Discuss and agree on a claim and write it BIG in the 

center of your chart paper. 

 

3.  Evidence:  Go back to the text and find at least two lines 

that support your claim.  Add these to your chart. 

 

4.  Conclusion:  Discuss and agree on a sentence that 

explains why this is important.   

 

5.  Presentation:  Discuss and agree on how you are going to 

present tomorrow.  You can show the lines using tableaux, 

illustration, or any other interesting format.   

 

Note: Let students know that half of the groups will make a 

claim about the effects of Columbus’s travels on Spain and 

the other half of the class will make a claim about the effects 
of his arrival on the Taino.     
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4.   INTERACT 
 Facilitate student 

interaction with 

activities and each 

other to meet 

objectives. 

 

 This is the bulk of the 

class and where most 

learning happens.  

 
 Encourage students 

to use new 

vocabulary and 

language frames. 
 

25 minutes         individual/partners/group 

 

 YOU DO:  Assign groups to their claim topic (effects on Spain 

or effects on Taino).  Groups work on steps 1-3.   

 

 Give students a two-minute warning before it is time to clean 

up.   

5. REVIEW and ASSESSMENT 
 Review lesson with 

input from students. 

 

 Ask students to share 

what they have 

learned today. 

 

 Assess individual 

learning. 

 

 Connect to EQ or FQ. 

5 minutes               whole class/group/individual 

 

Clean up:  Remind students that they will have ten minutes to 

practice during their warm up next class before each group presents. 
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WEEK: 3                        LESSON #: 12                               FOCUS: Group Presentations 
 

 

 UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTION (EQ):   

Why do people move?  What are the positive and negative effects?  

 WEEKLY FOCUS QUESTION (FQ):   

Why did Columbus move?  What were the positive and negative effects? 

DAILY OBJECTIVES:   

 

 Content:  Defend a claim about the 

effects of Columbus’s arrival  

 

 Language: Present orally to the class 

in English. 

VOCABULARY:  

 
No new words will be taught today. Students will review 

last week’s vocabulary and integrate new words into their 

presentations.  

 

 

MATERIALS:  

 

1.  Group charts 

 

2.  Presentation rubric – Student Version 

 

3.  Presentation Rubric – Teacher Version  

Teachers will complete a rubric for each student during the presentations. 

 

Note: For more information about presentation rubrics, See Section 3 of the Curriculum 

Introduction.  

 
1. WARM UP 

 Motivate, review 

yesterday’s learning, 
and prepare for 

today’s learning.              

10 minutes             individual/partners/group     
 REVIEW: VOCAB    or    PRACTICE LANGUAGE                  NEW:  BUILD BACKGROUND 
 

Presentation Rehearsal:  Groups will have 10 minutes to coordinate 

their presentation.    

 

Each group must: 

 

1.  State claim. 

 

2.  Say and explain first piece of evidence and show through 

tableaux, illustration, etc. 

 

3.  Say and explain second piece of evidence and show through 

tableaux, illustration, etc. 

 

4.  State conclusion. 

 

5.  Show chart of graphic organizer at end.  
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2. CONNECT 
 Show, read, and 

explain today’s 

objectives and link 

past to present 

learning. 

 

 Explain or have 

student’s predict how 

today’s lesson 

supports the EQ or FQ. 

 

1 minute               whole class   

 

Clarify:   Read and explain the objectives for today.  

 

 

3.  PRESENT and MODEL 
 Present new content 

and language 

frames.  

 
 Demonstrate how to 

perform the task for 

step 4. 
 

 Focus on modeling 

disciplinary thinking. 

 

5 minutes                whole class 

 

Present:   Hand out the presentation rubric to each student and 

briefly review the categories. Note: For more information about 

presentation rubrics, See Section 3 of the Curriculum Introduction. 

 

Review the rules for presentations. Refer to the chart posted in the 

classroom.  

 

1.  Speak, Don’t Read:  Each group member must speak. 

 

2.  Be clear:  Speak loudly, clearly, and slowly.  

 

3.  Be professional:  Stand tall. No gum or comments to audience. 

 

4.  Wait to Start:  Wait for the class’s attention before beginning. 

 

5.  Wrap Up:  Make clear to the audience when you are finished.  

 

 

Note:  There is no gradual release process (I DO-WE DO-YOU DO) for 

today’s lesson because students are doing all of the talking during 

their presentations.  

 

4.   INTERACT 
 Facilitate student 

interaction with 

activities and each 

other to meet 

objectives. 

 

 This is the bulk of the 

class and where most 

learning happens.  

 
 Encourage students 

to use new 

vocabulary and 

language frames. 
 

 

 

 

30 minutes         individual/partners/group 

 

Group Presentations:  Each group will present their claim, evidence, 

and conclusion. Presentations should be no more than five minutes 

total including time for questions from the audience. 
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5. REVIEW and ASSESSMENT 
 Review lesson with 

input from students. 

 

 Ask students to share 

what they have 

learned today. 

 

 Assess individual 

learning. 

 

 Connect to EQ or FQ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 minutes               whole class/group/individual 

Review: Ask the class which group had the most convincing 

argument and to justify their response. 

 

Paragraph Writing: For Weeks 3 and 5, students present a group oral 

claim-evidence paragraph in response to the weekly focus question.  

 

A written paragraph is not included into the unit structure for these 

two weeks.  These smaller and collaborative oral paragraphs are 

precursors to the BIG claim-evidence paragraph for Week 7.  During 

Week 7, students will respond to the unit essential question with 

claim-evidence and through individual compositions.   

 

If you feel it would benefit your students to write paragraphs as a 

follow-up to their oral claim-evidence paragraphs, then you should 

certainly assign this.  If you have access audio recording, you can 

also have students record their oral paragraph as follow up to the 

group presentations.    

 

As with all aspects of Bridges instruction, teachers need to use their 

judgment and teach responsively to their students.  
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WEEK: 3                     LESSON #: 13         FOCUS:  Graphic Organizer for Causes 
 

 

 UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTION (EQ):   

Why do people move?  What are the positive and negative effects?  

 WEEKLY FOCUS QUESTION (FQ):   

Why did Columbus move?  What were the positive and negative effects? 

DAILY OBJECTIVES:   

 

 Content: Create a graphic organizer 

that shows causes for Columbus’s 

travels  

 

 Language: Identify key content 

words that express causes.  

 

VOCABULARY:  
 

 

MATERIALS:  

 

1.  Envelope with questions and graphic organizers for each table (See student materials).   

 

2.  11X17 paper for each set of partners.   

 

3.  Three different color markers for each set of partners.  

 

4.  Columbus images and Week 2 text.  

 

5.  Two semantic map charts that were created in Lesson 11 (‘motives’ and ‘effects’) 

 

5.  Chart paper for modeling cause - effect graphic organizer.  

 

 
1. WARM UP 

 Motivate, review 

yesterday’s learning, 

and prepare for 

today’s learning.              

10  minutes             individual/partners/group     
 REVIEW: VOCAB    or    PRACTICE LANGUAGE                  NEW:  BUILD BACKGROUND 

 

Note: By unit 3, students have learned to create several graphic 

organizers. Teachers have modeled the kind of thinking that the 

different graphic organizers support.  Just like scaffolding helps 

workers to construct a building, graphic organizers support students 

as they construct their thoughts.  The warm-up is a review of the 

graphic organizers and questions that students have practiced up to 

this point. 

 

Matching graphic organizers to question:  Give an envelope with four 

questions and four graphic organizers to each table. Students read 

each question out loud and identify the graphic organizer that 

would support student thinking about that question.  

Share as a whole class.  
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2. CONNECT 
 Show, read, and 

explain today’s 

objectives and link 

past to present 

learning. 

 

 Explain or have 

student’s predict how 

today’s lesson 

supports the EQ or FQ. 

1 minute               whole class   

 

Review the focus question. Say “We have been responding to these 

questions all week, but today we are going to really focus on how 

we express these connections, visually and with words.” 

 

Explain that today and tomorrow we are zooming in on ‘cause and 

effect’. We are thinking carefully about how we map ‘cause and 

effect’ relationships and how we use language to make these 

connections.  Read and explain the objectives for today.    

3.  PRESENT and MODEL 
 Present new content 

and language 

frames.  

 
 Demonstrate how to 

perform the task for 

step 4. 
 

 Focus on modeling 

disciplinary thinking. 

 

15 minutes                whole class 

 

Introduce and Name Task:  Say, ‘Today we are going to make a 

graphic organizer that maps our thinking about ‘cause and effect’ 

relationships connected to Columbus. You will work in partners for this 

activity. You will use your maps tomorrow to say and write summary 

paragraphs, one about the causes of Columbus’s journey and the 

other about effects.’  

 

Model (You will need a student partner to help you.) 

 

 I DO:  Say, ‘Watch me and really listen to my thinking aloud 

and how talking helps me create this map. I need someone 

to be my talking and thinking partner.’ Ask for a volunteer. 

 

Refer to Columbus’s motives on the chart.  Start talking to 

your partner about what you understand about Columbus 

motives for moving and ask your partner to say what he/she 

knows. Then draw a big circle in the middle of the chart 
paper that says Columbus traveled.  Explain that on the left 

you will map causes and the right you will map effects.   

 

You might say this, ‘Ok well I know there was gold, silk in 

spices in Asia and that Columbus wanted these.   So I’m 

going to start with a circle all the way over here (to left of 
chart paper) that says wanted gold, silk, spice-Asia and then 

I’m going to draw an arrow that connects to Columbus 

traveled. I only need to write down key words and signal 

words NOT sentences.  

 
 WE DO:  Invite students to add another as a class.  

4.   INTERACT 
 Facilitate student 

interaction with 

activities and each 
other to meet 

objectives. 

 

 This is the bulk of the 

class and where most 

learning happens.  

 

15 minutes         individual/ partners/ group 

 

 YOU DO: Circulate to listen and observe while students create 
their own cause-effect maps in partners.  
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 Encourage students 

to use new 

vocabulary and 

language frames. 
 

5. REVIEW and ASSESSMENT 
 Review lesson with 

input from students. 

 

 Ask students to share 

what they have 

learned today. 

 

 Assess individual 

learning. 

 

 Connect to EQ or FQ.  

10 minutes               whole class/group/individual 

 

Review:  Ask partners to now use their key words and arrows to 

explain why Columbus moved.  
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WEEK: 3        LESSON #: 14       FOCUS:  Graphic Organizers and Summary 
 

 

 UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTION (EQ):   

Why do people move?  What are the positive and negative effects?  

 WEEKLY FOCUS QUESTION (FQ):   

Why did Columbus move?  What were the positive and negative effects? 

DAILY OBJECTIVES:   

 

 Content: Add to a graphic organizer 

to show the effects of Columbus’s 

travels on Columbus, Spain, and the 

Taino.   

 

 Language: Identify key content 

words that express effects.  

 

 

VOCABULARY:  

 

MATERIALS:  

 

1. Model graphic organizer on chart paper from previous class. 

 

2. Partner graphic organizer from previous class. 

 

 

 
1. WARM UP 

 Motivate, review 

yesterday’s learning, 

and prepare for 

today’s learning.              

5 minutes             individual/partners/group     
 REVIEW: VOCAB or PRACTICE LANGUAGE                  NEW:  BUILD BACKGROUND 

 

 Review: Review cause-effect sentences from yesterday with partner. 

2. CONNECT 
 Show, read, and 

explain today’s 

objectives and link 

past to present 

learning 

 

 Explain or have 

student’s predict how 

today’s lesson 

supports the EQ or FQ. 

 

 

1 minute               whole class   

 

Tell students that today they will continue with their organizers with a 

focus on effects. Read and explain the objectives for today.   
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3.  PRESENT and MODEL 
 Present new content 

and language 

frames.  

 
 Demonstrate how to 

perform the task for 

step 4. 
 

 Focus on modeling 

disciplinary thinking. 

 

10 minutes                whole class 

 

Present: Say, “Let’s think about effects for Spain and effects for the 

Taino.  Let’s also add effects for Columbus.  Add these three circles 

to your effects side.” Students do this on their maps. 

  

Model (Shorter than previous lesson.) 

 

 I DO:  Review steps to carry out the task. Move quickly to “we-

do.” 

 

 WE DO:  Say, “Let’s look at our ‘effects’ chart together and 

choose one. Is this an effect for Columbus, Spain or the 

Taino?”  (Provide time for students to choose an effect and 

determine whether it is for Columbus, Spain, or the Taino.” 
Write key words on your map in the correct place. 

4.   INTERACT 
 Facilitate student 

interaction with 

activities and each 

other to meet 

objectives. 

 

 This is bulk of the class 

and where most 

learning happens. 

 
 Encourage students 

to use new 

vocabulary and 

language frames. 

 

20 minutes         individual/partners/group 

 
 YOU DO:  Students continue working in partners.  

 

5. REVIEW and ASSESSMENT 
 Review lesson with 

input from students. 

 

 Ask students to share 

what they have 

learned today. 

 

 Assess individual 

learning. 

 

 Connect to EQ or FQ. 

15 minutes               whole class/group/individual 

 

Review: Students share about effects in oral discussion, using key 

words from their maps.  

 

Write sentences:  Students write a sentence for each of the following:  

effects on Columbus, effects on Spain, and effects on Taino.  
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WEEK: 3                     LESSON #: 15      FOCUS: Oral & Written Paragraph Summary 
 

 

 UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTION (EQ):   

Why do people move?  What are the positive and negative effects?  

 WEEKLY FOCUS QUESTION (FQ):   

Why did Columbus move?  What were the positive and negative effects? 

DAILY OBJECTIVES:   

 

 Content:  Summarize cause and 

effect relationships for Columbus’s 

journey.  

 

 Language:  Produce oral and written 

summary paragraphs using new 

signal words.   

 

VOCABULARY:  

 

Signal Words: as a result, consequently, therefore 

MATERIALS:  

 

1. Model graphic organizer on chart paper  

 

2. Partner graphic organizer  

 

3. Templates for summary writing (See student materials.) 

 

4. Chart paper with template for summary (or projected on smart board) 

 

5. New signal words on big cards 

 

 
1. WARM UP 

 Motivate, review 

yesterday’s learning, 

and prepare for 

today’s learning.              

10 minutes             individual/partners/group     
 REVIEW: VOCAB or PRACTICE LANGUAGE                  NEW:  BUILD BACKGROUND 

 

Annotate cause and effect sentences:  Partners read three sentences 

with new signal words.  Students are expected to: 

 

1. Place parentheses around the cause and write ‘C’ above. 

2. Place parentheses around the effect and write ‘E’ above. 

3. Place parentheses around signal words or phrases and mark 

them with a star above.     

Share as a class by inviting students to come to the front to annotate 

and explain their thinking.  Show and read chorally the new signal 

words and have students give some ‘close to home’ examples using 

the new signal words. For example:  I missed the bus.  As a result, I 

was late to school. 
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2. CONNECT 
 Show, read, and explain 

today’s objectives and 

link past to present 

learning. 

 

 Explain or have student’s 

predict how today’s 

lesson supports the EQ or 

FQ. 

1 minute               whole class   

 

Read and explain the objectives for today. Reiterate that students 

are expected to say and write their paragraphs with a partner.    

 

3.  PRESENT and MODEL 
 Present new content 

and language 

frames.  

 
 Demonstrate how to 

perform the task for 

step 4. 
 

 Focus on modeling 

disciplinary thinking. 

 

10 minutes                whole class 

 

Introduce and Name Task:  Say, “We are going to use a template for 

the paragraph writing. The template has some of the paragraph 

there to support your talking and writing.  I need a partner to help 

me show you what you will do with your partner.’ Request a partner. 

 

Model  

 I DO:  Say, “My partner and I are using our organizer to talk as 

we write our paragraph. We will model with effects for Spain.’  

Show students how to talk through the effects for Spain and 

integrate key ideas and a variety of signal words into a 

paragraph. 

 

 WE DO:  Invite students to help you complete the paragraph 

using the template.  

4.   INTERACT 
 Facilitate student 

interaction with 

activities and each 

other to meet 

objectives. 

 

 This is bulk of the class 

and where most 

learning happens. 

 
 Encourage students 

to use new 

vocabulary and 

language frames. 

25 minutes         individual/partners/group 

 

 YOU DO:  Students continue in partners.  They must co-write at 
least one other paragraph on either causes or effects. 

5. REVIEW and ASSESSMENT 
 Review lesson with 

input from students. 

 

 Ask students to share 

what they have 

learned today. 

 

 Assess individual 

learning. 

 

 Connect to EQ or FQ. 

5 minutes               whole class/ group / individual 

 

Collect partner materials:  Collect partner graphic organizers and 

paragraphs. This work counts as their Week 3 assessment.  
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Unit 3 Social Studies 

Sample  

Student Materials 
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Student Materials 

 
 

Lesson # Student Material 

2 Independence Day (sample images) 

3 Colonization & Resources 

Week 1 Vocabulary Practice 

8-10 Taino-Columbus Text (sample pages) 

10 Taino Mind Map (to support diary writing) 

Unit Warm-Ups for 

any lesson in Weeks 2-3, 

as long as it is review 

Who said this?  

18-20 Africans to Hispaniola Text (sample pages) 
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Timeline of Independence Dates 

Directions:  Place these independence dates on the timeline.  

 

US- 1776 Haiti- 1804 Honduras-1821 Yemen- 1967 Ivory Coast- 1960 

 

 

 

 

 

5
0

0
 

7
0

0
 

9
0

0
 

1
0

0
0

 

1
2

0
0

 

1
4

0
0

 

1
6

0
0

 

1
8

0
0

 

1
9

0
0

 

2
1

0
0
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Calculating Years Ago 

 

 

1. How many years ago did the US win independence?  

 

The _________ gained independence ______ years ago.  

 

 

 

2. How many years ago did Haiti win independence?  

 

The _________ gained independence ______ years ago.  

 

 

 

3. How many years ago did the Ivory Coast win independence?  

 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

4. How many years ago did Yemen win independence?  

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Show math work:  

Show math work:  

Show math work:  

Show math work:  
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Lesson 3                 How is colonization connected to resources?   

 

 
1.  Maps:   Study the maps at each station. Complete the chart.  

 

 What country 

colonized 

other 

countries?  

What 

continent is 

this country 

on?  

Name 2 countries  

this country colonized.  

Natural resource 

in one country 

1   

 

 

 

 

___________, _________ 

 

Country 

 

 
Resource 

2   

 

 

 

 

___________, _________ 

 

Country 

 

 

Resource 

3   

 

 

 

 

____________, _________ 

 

 

Country 

 

 

Resource 

4   

 

 

 

 

___________, _________ 

 

Country 

 

 

Resource 

 

 

2.  Think-Pair-Share:  Use the chart to say sentences to your partner.  

 

 

_______________ is a country on the continent ______________________. 
            country #1                                                                                                continent 

 

_______________ colonized _______________ to control  _________________. 
              country #2                                        country #1                                             resource                                                                                                       
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3.  Write:    Use the chart to write sentences. 

 

 

_______________ is a country on the continent ______________________. 
            country #1                                                                                                continent 

 

_______________ colonized _______________ to control  _________________. 
              country #2                                        country #1                                             resource                                                                                                       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
             

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
             

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
             

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
             

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 1- Colonize & Independence                                                   Level 1: Identify 

 

natural 

resources 

rich celebrate fight 

colonize take gold free 

control power diamonds sell 

 

1. Things from nature that people use are called _______________. 

 

2. Two examples of natural resources are ___________ and _____________. 

 

3. If you _________ these resources, you can be rich.  

 

4. Some people from Europe came to other countries to _________  the 

resources and ____________ the people.  

 

5. When people from one country come to control another country, this is 

called ____________________.  

 

6. People with guns have a lot of ________________. 

 

7. When you want to make decisions and you do not want another person to 

control you, you want to be _________.  

 

8. People ______________ different days in different countries.  They dance, have 

parties, and eat good food! 
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Week 2- Colonize & Independence                                             Level 2:  Apply 

 

 

natural 

resources 

rich celebrate fight 

colonize take gold free 

control power diamonds sell 

 

Long ago, people from some countries in Europe came to 

other countries.  They came for different reasons, but many people 

came because they wanted  ________________________________.    

They wanted to ________ and __________ these resources to be rich.     

When people come from one country and use power to control 

another country, this is called ___________________.   

  

 Different countries in Europe colonized different countries .   

For example, when Spain colonized Mexico, they took____________.   

In addition, when England colonized Sierra Leone, they took 

___________________.    
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People did not want to be colonized so many people were 

fighting to be _____________. Today in many of your countries, people 

________________ Independence Day.  This is the day your country 

was independent or free from the people who colonized it.   This is a 

very important day for many countries.    
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Week 2- Colonize & Independence                                              Level 3:  Expand 

 

 

1. Examples of countries in Europe that colonized other countries were   

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

2.  People colonized other countries because ___________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

3.  Examples of natural resources are   ______________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

4.   Some countries had power to colonize other countries because 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

5.  People did not want to be colonized and controlled by another  

 

country so they ________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

6.  Independence Day is important because ____________________________  

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Draw to show your visualization of two sentences.  Write each sentence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.______________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.______________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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 Lessons 8 -10 (sample text) 
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Lesson 10- Mind Map & Diary Writing   (Mind Map is graphic organizer.  Diary entry will be written in diary packet) 

 

 

Imagine you are a Taino- Mind Map for Diary Entry #1- Taino Life Before Columbus 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environment (from text) 

What do you imagine the Taino is thinking?  

What do you imagine the Taino is feeling?  

Daily Activities (from text) 
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Week 2- Sample Diary 
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Point of View Warm ups for Weeks 2 and 3 

 

Who in history… 

 

thought this? 

said this? 

wrote this? 
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Claim:  What do you think?  

I think __________said this. 

 
Evidence: How do you know? 

 

The quote says __________ and I  

 

know _______________________ 

 

 

Conclusion: Why is this important? 

 

This is important because it shows 

_______________________________. 



Social Studies Unit 3 Bridges to Academic Success Draft to NYCDOE, June 2013 20 

Student Materials 

 
 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:CristobalColon.jpg  

  

Sebastiano del Piombo [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons 
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Enriquillo_Statue_Santo_Domingo.jpg 

Ponytail88 at en.wikipedia [GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html), CC-BY-SA-3.0 

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/) or CC-BY-SA-2.5-2.0-1.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-

sa/2.5-2.0-1.0)], from Wikimedia Commons
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ferdinand_of_Aragon,_Isabella_of_Castile.jpg 

By Anonymous [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons 
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bartolomé_de_Las_Casas.png 

 

By Uncredited [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons 
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I want to find gold 

in the Indies. 
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See how pale 

(white) they are.  

No one can be that 

color who comes 

from the earth.  

Surely they come 

from the sky. 
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Before the strangers 

came, no one was 

hungry.  We had 

peace and we 

shared.    Now we 

are suffering as 

slaves in our own 

land. 
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I know the world is 

round.  If I sail west 

by ship, I will arrive 

at my destination, 

the ‘Indies.’ 
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There is no land.  

We must return to 

Spain!  This is 

dangerous. 

Columbus, go 

back! 
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You can have three 

ships and men.  But 

you must bring the 

gold back to Spain. 
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With 50 men we 

could subjugate 

(over power) them 

and make them do 

whatever we want.  
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As for the newly 

born, they died 

early because their 

mothers….had no 

milk to nurse them.  

…While I was in 

Cuba, 7000 children 

died in three 

months. 
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The stranger made 

a funny noise with 

his mouth, not like 

talking but like the 

barking of a yellow 

dog. 

 



Social Studies Unit 3 Bridges to Academic Success Draft to NYCDOE, June 2013 33 

Student Materials 

  

The next day the 

strangers returned 

to their canoes.  

They took me.  I was 

brave and did not 

cry out.  But I was 

afraid.  
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They are well built, 

with handsome 

bodies and very 

good faces….They 

should be good 

servants …. 
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Lessons 18-20 (sample pages) 

 

 
 
  



Social Studies Unit 3 Bridges to Academic Success Draft to NYCDOE, June 2013 36 

Student Materials 

 
 

 




