
Students made significant improvement in their score from their initial

NYSITELL testing to their NYSESLAT testing at the end of the Bridges

year. Most students scored at 120, the lowest possible score on the

NYSITELL, and scored significantly higher on their NYSESLAT with a mean

of 189. 

In terms of proficiency levels, all students improved in English

proficiency, and most students (65%) improved by at least one

Proficiency Level from their initial NYSITELL testing to their NYSESLAT

testing at the end of the year. On average, students gained 0.8

proficiency levels during the Bridges year.

*To determine if  NYSITELL and NYSESLAT scores were different in a statistically significant manner we conducted a

Wilcoxon signed Rank test, p-value < 0.002.

Scale Scores and Proficiency Levels

NYSITELL to First NYSESLAT

Beginning of Year IRLA End of Year IRLA

Reading Score Improvements  

100%

Bridges uses the Independent Reading Level Assessment (IRLA) in order

to progress monitor incremental reading skills in English on a more

granular level than a state assessment. This makes it a better indicator of

the progress our SIFE have made throughout the academic year

A subset of 130 students attended classes frequently and logged regular

reading scores. These consistent attenders gained on average 2.4 reading

levels from their first to last IRLA score. At the beginning of the school year,

most of the students placed at the lowest IRLA level, Y, followed by the next

lowest level, 1G. By the end of the school year, half of the students placed at

the middle levels 1B and 2B.

98% of students gained at least one level, 77% gained two or more levels, 42%

gained three or more levels, 15% gained four or more levels, and 3% of

students gained five levels.

Beginning to End-of-Year Reading Scores

TRACKING  BRIDGES  STUDENT  GROWTH
The  Bridges  Year

The Bridges Year: This infographic shows the growth of SIFE students in a one-year

newcomer Bridges program for ENL/ELA, across four different schools. For 254

students, we compared student performance on the English proficiency entrance

exam (NYSITELL) and the English proficiency end-of-year exam (NYSESLAT) in their

first year of school. 

of Bridges students  improved

on their English proficiency

exam on post-Bridges year

testing.

More than half (65%) of

students gained one level or

more on the state exam.
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NYSITELL to First NYSESLAT 
Proficiency Level Gains  

For more information, visit https://bridges-sifeproject.com.

NYSITELL to First NYSESLAT 
Scale Score Improvement

NYSITELL NYSESLAT

https://bridges-sifeproject.com/


Students' proficiency level gains from their NYSITELL to their second NYSESLAT is shown

to better understand student progress from early in their school career with Bridges to a

later point in time.

Students tracked over two years made significant improvement in scores on

each subsequent test administration.  

Students made more significant improvement during the Bridges year, from the

NYSITELL to the first NYSESLAT (from a mean score of 120 to 183) than from the

first to second NYSESLAT (from mean score of  183 to 205)  in the subsequent

year. 

In terms of proficiency level gains, 88% of students improved by at least one

full proficiency level from their NYSITELL to their second NYSESLAT.

*To determine if NYSITELL and NYSESLAT student scores were different in a statistically significant manner we conducted a

Wilcoxon signed Rank test, p-value< 0.0002. Moreover, first to second NYSESLAT student scores were also different in a

statistically significant manner, p-value= 0.01.

Longitudinal Student Growth: In order to better understand student growth even

after the Bridges year, we analyzed the beginning of year NYSITELL testing,

Bridges end-of-year NYSESLAT testing, and NYSESLAT testing at the end of the

students' following year. We analyzed a subset of 75 students, comparing the

NYISTELL score to the NYSESLAT score at the end of their first year, and the

NYSESLAT at the end of the second year. 

TRACKING  BRIDGES  STUDENT  GROWTH
Longitudinal  Student  Growth

NYSITELL to First and Second  NYSESLAT 
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We also analyzed a subset of 36 students considered to be consistent attenders and compared
them to non-consistent attenders, 39 students.

Sub-Analysis: Consistent Attenders and Non-Consistent Attenders
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Scale Scores and Proficiency Levels

Resource instability

Immigration status

The need to work

Family commitments

Processing existing trauma. 

Consistent attendance is essential to students achieving positive results in school. Our

results demonstrate that regular attendance in the Bridges year improves SIFE student

outcomes over time. 

Other factors that affect learning among SIFE include: 

Summary of Findings

In our findings, 100% of Bridges students improved in English proficiency during

their first year.  88% of all students in the Bridges program increased by at least

one level on the NYSESLAT over two years. Overall, consistent attenders  had

higher scores and were more likely to make gains over non-consistent attenders.

Overall Student Growth Over Time

Scale Scores and Proficiency Levels

First and second NYSESLAT scores were on average higher among consistent

attenders when compared with non-consistent attenders (185 and 210 vs 181

and 201, respectively). However, this difference was not statistically significant.

 

Moreover, consistent attenders were more likely to have gained 2 levels than

non-consistent attenders, 33% vs. 10%, respectively. 

NYSITELL to Second NYSESLAT Proficiency Level Gains 

 Consistent and Non-Consistent Attenders

Consistent Attenders Non-Consistent Attenders
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